
Woman testifies on assaults
Alleged victim, now in 20s, describes sex attacks at age 12
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WATERBURY - A girl who
said'she was sexually assaulted
when she was 12 years old testi­
fied on Thursday she kept the
abuse a secret for eight years,
but was prompted to tell author­
ities about the encounters, after
her attacker contacted her on­
line in 2006.

The young woman, now in

her early 20s, testified in Wa­
terbury Superior Court Thurs­
day that she posed for pictures
for Geovanny Zillo, a 34-year­
old Woodbury man, and was
sexually assaulted by him in
1998.

"I kept the secret like he
wanted me to," she testified.

The girl had moved from Chi­
na in 1996 to reunite with her
parents, who ran a small Wood­
bury restaurant. She tried to

adapt to American life in a
school where she felt ostracized
by her peers because of her
Asian heritage. She would come
to know Zillo as "G," an older
man who would come into the
restaurant to order his usual
sp~re ribs and rice, she said.

Zillo would ask her to serve
him and would sit close to her.
At first, she liked the attention
he 'gave her, she said, thinking
the relationship was friendly.

But hugs and private talks in
secluded spots in the restaurant
escalated to gifts, she said. Zillo
gave. the girl her first American
music album, the Spice Girls,
and a stuffed bear that was as
big as she was at the time, she
testified.

At some point, the girl's par­
ents banned Zillo from the
restaurant. 'Her parents testi-
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fied Wednesday they didn't like
seeing their young daughter
close to an older man.

The girl seemed visibly upset
when she was asked to identify
Zillo in the courtroom, pausing
before describing in a soft voice
what he was wearing.

The girl testified that the sex­
ual assaults occurred in Zillo's
home in 1998, on a long set of
couches.

Zillo's attorney, Jerry Attana-,
sio, pressed the girl on details of
her encounters with Zillo, asking
about the routes she took to
school, the type of furniture in

his home, the food she ate when
she says he took her to McDon­
ald's to pose for pictures and the
color of his bathroom.

She had trouble recalling some
of those details. But Senior Assis­
tant State's Attorney Terrence
Mariani asked the girl ifshe was
paying attention to the color of
the bathroom tile after having
been sexually assaulted.

"Definitely not," she said.
Fearing disclosure of the inci­

dents would tarnish her reputa­
tion, she didn't tell her parents or
police, she said.

But she said an online en­
counter in 2006 prompted her to
talk.

While she was a senior at an
area boarding school, a young
Asian girl named "Anna" con­
tacted her online. The girl said
she had moved from Hong Kong
and had questions about the
United States. "Anna" posted a
picture ofa young Asian girl with
long black hair that was attached
to the profile.

As it turns out, authorities say,
"Anna" was really Zillo, who was
posing as a girl online. The girl
eventually realized it was him
because of details he gave in e­
mails, including a hint about a
sexual fetish and a reference to
the fact that she liked Winnie the
Pooh when she was young.

"During that time I didn't
know it was him," she said.

Don Colcolough, director of in­
vestigations and global security
for America Online, testified the
company provided police with e­
mails, Zillo's list of online friends
and information about his Inter­
net profile that traced "Anna's:'
profile to Zillo.

Zillo is charged with 15 felony
counts, including first-degree
sexual assault and risk of injury
to a child.

His trial is expected to contin­
uetoday.

Visitwww.rep-am.com to com­
ment on this story.


