
'Family friend tried for rape
Woodbury man faces charges in assault of 12-year-old girl'

TESTIMONY: Man
gained trust of par~~ts
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WATERBURY - Geovanny .
Zillo gainetl the trust of a family
who worked seven days a week
to keep theirWoodbury restau­
rant running. He gave their
daughters stuffed bears and
helped them with theIr home­
work, eventually joining the

family on trips to New York.
But that relationship soured,'

according to testimony on
Wednesday in Waterbury Supe­
rior Court, 'and Zillo, a 34-year­
old . Woodbury man, is' now
charged with raping and mo­
lesting the family's daughter,
who was 12 at the time.

The girl, whose name isn't be­
ing disclosed, to14 authorities the
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restaurant, buying a computer
for the children to do their
homework and giving the girl's
father a fish tank as a gift, ac­
cording to testimony.

He eventually joined the
family on trips to New York
City, but that relationship de­
teriorated as the girl's parents
became wary of the attention
Zillo was giving to one of their
daughters. They would, find
the two together in back cor­
ners and hallways of the
restaurant, the mother testi­
fied. At one point, she said, she
found them standing face-to­
face in the basement.

"Many times, we felt that
something was not right," the
girl's mother said with the aid
of a Chinese interpreter.

The girl's father eventually
forbade Zillo from coming
back to his restaurant.

"I did not like seeing them
together because one was
much older than the other," he
said.

At some point in 1998, au­
thorities say, Zillo picked the
girl up as she was waiting for a
school bus. He took her to a
nearby McDonald's; where he
f0rced her to pose for pictures;
authorities say. He eventually
took ,the girl to a home in
Woodbury, where he told the
girl to take off her clothes and
m~de he: lie down, on a couch,

incidents occurred in 1998, but.
she didn't report them until.2006.

The girl's sister testified that
her parents were farmers from
a small village in China when
they decided to immigrate to the
United States in the mid-1980s.
Her father opened a restaurant,
and along with his wife worked
nearly 70 hours a week.

"He came here for the Ameri-

according to authorities.
He tried to sexually assault

her, and when she tried to
leave, he pushed her back onto
the 'couch, eventually forcing
her to' have sex, according to
authorities. She was 12 at the
time; he was 24.

Although the girl said the in­
cidents occurred in 1998, she
didn't tell her parents about
them at the time, and only told
investigators in 2006, leading
to Zillo's arrest by state police.

Zillo, clean-shaven with a
boyish face and dark hair, sat
watching the testimony intent­
lyon Wednesday. He faces 15
felony counts, including rape,
attempted rape of a victim who
was younger than 13 and risk
of injury to a minor.

His attorney, Jerry Attana­
sio, asked the girl's mother
whether. she had tried to
arrange for Zillo to marry a rel­
ative in China so she could
move to the United States to
gain citizenship. The mother
denied that allegation and also
denied that she intended to pay
Zillo $10,000 for that marriage.

Attanasio asked the mother
whether Zillo's refusal to mar­
ry her relative was the reason
why they barred him from the
restaurant.

"I did not, it's a real mar­
riage," she said.

Zillo has posted a $200,000
bond; his trial will continue to­
day.

can dream," the sistersaid.
The couple's daughters fol­

lowed them to Woodbury in
1996. Experiencing culture
shock and reuniting with their
parents, the girls were adjust­
ing when Zillo entered th~ir
lives, the girl's sister testified.'

He became a regular at the

See TESTIMONY, Page S8


